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Long -tim e SFEC m e m b e r Dick Om rod,
 has led the Osprey Initia tive since
2002 whe n he built the firs t platform  
that s till stands along  W hale Cre e k. 
That firs t platform  was “com m is sioned” 
by  the n owne r of W hale Cre e k
Marina, Kare n Mitchell. Ove r the 
ye ars, the Osprey Platform  Project has
g rown, as Dick has built and directed
the ins tallation of about thirty platform s 
and has re paired countle s s othe rs 
dam a g ed by storm s. The southe rn m ost 
SFEC platform  sits on Ludlam  Bay, 
while the northe rnm ost platform is next 
to the Rush Chattin Bridg e g oing  

into Oce an City. The Stra thm e re Fishing  and Environm e ntal Club
(SFEC) is b as e d in the sm all town of Stra thm e re in Cape May
County, N J. The SFEC,  founded in 1985, is a com m unity
org anization whose m e m b e rs have a com m on inte re s t in fishing ,
boating , artificial re e f building , and coas tal conse rva tion. The Club
e ncourag e s "catch and rele a s e " and is involved in m any othe r 
e nvironm e ntal and cons e rva tion activite s such as Te rrapin re scue 
and aware ne s s, m am m al re scue, dune planting s, and b e ach cle an-ups.

The Osprey Project

The Strathmere Fishing & Environmental Club (SFEC) Osprey Platform Project
Contributing to a Successful Wildlife Initiative in New Jersey

The Strathmere Fishing and Environmental Club (SFEC) is an
organization of approximately 180 people with a common
interest in fishing, boating, artificial reef deployment, and
educational pursuits concerning environmental issues such as
clean water, beach clean-ups and fish conservation. Essentially,
our club tries to focus on activities to foster the preservation and 
conservation of the delicate and complicated coastal-barrier 
island-back bay ecosystem of Southern New Jersey. 

We are based in small town of Strathmere (Upper Township), on
Ludlam Island in Cape May County. The SFEC sponsors many 
many social events and we are quite involved in various 
community service activities and efforts.

Visit us: www.stra thm e re fishing .org
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The Osprey, also known as the “fish hawk”, m ake s its’ hom e in along  the N ew Je rs ey
coas tline in the coastal m arsh. This larg e  raptor has dark b rown colors with a white
crown, neck and unde rside s; both sexe s have sim ilar plum a g e . The ave ra g e  wing span
of the Osprey is about five fe e t and we ig hs only thre e pounds.
Its' pre fe re nce for a fish die t re quire s that the Osprey live close to the wate r; in N e w 
Je rs ey they ne s t from  Sandy Hook to Cape May and along  the Delaware Bay. Osprey
pre fe r to build the ir stick ne s ts close to the wate r on tall, de ad tre e s, channel m arke rs,
old duck blinds, and tele phone pole s. In rece nt ye ars, m an-m ade platform s e rected 
in the m arsh for ne s ting  have re placed tre e s and are larg e ly re sponsible for the recove ry
of the s e  larg e  b irds in the sta te .
In N ew Je rs ey, Osprey arrive in March from  the ir winte r hom e s along  the Gulf of Mexico,
the Carib b e an, and Ce ntral Am e rica. In m os t cas e s, they re turn to the sam e platform , a s b ird
pairs re build a ne s t in April. Eg g s are laid and usually hatch in late May. The adults te ach
the chicks flying  and hunting  skills and by e arly Se pte m b e r they le ave N ew Je rs ey
and he ad south to the ir winte r hab ita t. 
The g rowth of Osprey num b e rs in N ew Je rs ey re pre s e nts a succe s s ful conse rva tion
initia tive. In 1974 the re we re only about 50 ne s ts in the s ta te  a s this larg e  raptor was on
the N J Division of Fish and W ildlife “e ndang e red” lis t. Succe s s ful e fforts to re s tore the
Osprey b e g an by ins talling  ne s t structure s in and along  the coastal m arshe s. Today the re 
could b e upwards of 500 ne s ting  pairs in the Garde n Sta te . 
Additionally, the Osprey in an im portant indicator specie s of e nvironm e ntal he alth. Fe eding  
on fish, the ir he alth re flects the he alth of the food source shared by hum ans.

The Osprey in New Jersey
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